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yarn at the year's end without fail and who would be ready to die for the
country, if necessary.

The Bombay Chronicle, 22-12-1924

374.   SPEECH  IN  REPLY   TO   WELCOME  ADDRESS,

BELGAUMi

December 21, 1924

Mr. Gandhi, in his joint reply, said that he did not deserve the words of
praise heaped upon him, for he had done nothing to their city or district. He
repeated the suggestions he made on similar occasions recently at Bombay,
Calcutta and Ahmedabad, and asked them to read and understand them. In
the present political condition of India, the municipalities of India should take
part in the national movement, but not at the sacrifice of their primary duties,
cleanliness and sanitation. He was not an admirer of Western civilization, but
in matters of sanitation, India had to learn a good deal from the West, India
was essentially an agricultural country, and it ought to have been impossible
for plague and other epidemics to spread in our cities, which were small com-
pared to cities in Western countries. He felt pained whenever he heard people
saying that these epidemics were divine dispensations. He was himself a
believer in God, but human efforts had considerable scope for alleviating human
miseries. When we ourselves break God's or Nature's laws, it is absurd to attri-
bute these epidemics to God. He was glad to note that the relations between
Brahmins and non-Brahmins, and Hindus and Mussalmans, were cordial, and
while advising the audience to continue those relations, asked them to ex-
tend their love to the untouchables.

Jfew India, 22-12-1924

addresses were   presented by the   Municipality and the District
Board.
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